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Notes from the Pastor… 

Streams of Blessings. That is, of course, 

the theme verse for our Anniversary 

Celebration that has been going on for 

over a year, remembering God’s Great 

Blessings to Mount Olive though Jesus 

Christ, but also that the blessings God 

gives to us are also meant to go 

THROUGH us to others around us, and 

to future generations. 

Isaiah 44:3 (ESV) For I will pour water on the thirsty land, 

and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon 

your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. 

Those descendants are not just our physical descendants, 

but our spiritual descendants as well, the believers who will 

belong to Mount Olive in future years.  

We are only a couple months away from the big celebration 

at the end of September. August is usually a quieter month 

at Mount Olive, but this year we will be hosting 

an open house to the community to see our 

current building. Plans are still being put 

together for the afternoon of Sunday, August 

28, and if you are willing and able to help, please 

offer. There will be a walk-through with various 
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stops and short presentations, along with concluding 

refreshments where we hope community members can 

interact with Mount Olive members. 

There will be several events in September, especially on 

that last weekend. Besides the big service and luncheon, 

there is a potluck picnic in the works for Friday evening, as 

well as a prayer vigil on Saturday. 

Going to future generations requires planning. Our special 

four-month anniversary offering is going to hopefully jump 

start a new congregation plant in west Duluth. But there 

will be a bit of planning for the future taking place after the 

celebration for Mount Olive as well. We plan to have a 

stewardship emphasis month in October. Finances have 

been very tight the first half of this year. We will also 

hopefully be planning and looking forward to various other 

ways we can maintain a vital presence and outreach for the 

gospel of Jesus Christ here on the east side of Duluth. 

In Christ our Lord,  

 
Pastor Rob Franck 

 

 

 
 

*Board of Elders Meeting 

August 22nd 6:00 pm 
 

 



3  Highlights                                                                                  August 2022 

 



4  Highlights                                                                                  August 2022 

Thank Offering 
August 1st marks Day 46 of our “100 Days 
of Blessings & Giving.” If you have not yet 
received a “100 Days” calendar, look for 
them in the narthex. There is still plenty of 
time to record personal blessings and give 
your thank offerings. Extra thank 
offering/green envelopes are also available 
in the narthex if yours have gone missing. 
Our 100th Anniversary thank offering is 
designated for a future LCMS mission 
church in West Duluth. Funds will be 
deposited separately with the Lake 
Superior Circuit. Our “Streams of Blessings” thank offering goal is 
$5,000. Express your gratitude for all the ways you’ve been 
blessed, and respond with a gift of love that will bring others to 
Christ. 

Invitations 
There is still time to invite former members and friends of Mt. Olive 
to our 100th Anniversary celebration on Sunday, Sept. 25th. 
Invitations you may use are available in the narthex. Please invite 
others to share the joy and blessedness Mt. Olive is celebrating. 

Open House 
Mount Olive invites the public to an Open House on Sunday, 
August 28, 1:00-3:00 PM. In celebration of our 100th anniversary, 
we want to showcase the history and architecture of our 116-year-
old, beautiful church building. A self-guided tour will feature seven 
stations and presenters. Refreshments will be served following the 
tour. 

Our church’s unique story includes a few unusual twists: How did 
an Episcopalian cathedral become a Lutheran church? How was 
Flag River Quarry brownstone made available in 1993, more than 
80 years after the quarry closed? How is the church constructed 
like a boat? How is a sanctuary reversed? How is a deteriorating, 
clear window converted to a new stained-glass window? 

Do you know any local history buffs or folks who are enamored 
with old buildings? Invite them to our Open House, or bring them 
yourself on August 28th! 
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Mt. Olive 100-year Anniversary Events!! 
Mark your calendars! 
Mt. Olive’s 100th Anniversary weekend celebration offers three 
days of activities commemorating a century of blessings streaming 
down upon Mount Olive Lutheran Church. You won’t want to miss 
a moment of this historic celebration! 
  
It begins Friday. Sept. 23, with a “Welcome back, Magruders!” 
picnic or potluck dinner. Pastor Magruder and Joy will be our 
guests at this get-together and time of socializing. The location 
has not yet been determined. Stay tuned! The picnic or dinner is 
expected to begin at 5:00 PM, with gathering and set-up at 4:30. 
Everyone is invited to join the fun and enjoy an evening meal with 
the delicious potluck foods Mt. Olive cooks are known for. 
  
Saturday, Sept. 24, a prayer vigil will take place at the church 
from 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. We have 100 years of blessings to 
praise and thank the Lord for, and the hope these blessings gives 
us for the future! Pray-ers are asked to sign up in advance for 30-
minute periods. You may sign-up for more than one period at a 
time, and several pray-ers can sign-up for the same time slot. 
Written prayer requests and concerns will be available  at the 
door. Like the Bible reading held during the Easter season, a 
prayer vigil provides a quiet time set aside for being with our Lord, 
listening and talking to him personally. 
  
“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 
and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who 
wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 
truth.” 1 Timothy 2: 1-4 
  
Our Anniversary Festival Service is Sunday morning, Sept. 
25, 9:30 AM. Pastor Franck will be assisted in the divine worship 
by Minnesota North District President, Rev. Brady Finnern, and 
Rev. David Magruder, preacher (Mt. Olive’s Senior Pastor, 1994-
2005). It will be a joyous morning of reflection, celebration, praise, 
and thanksgiving! A luncheon for all attending the service will 
follow. 
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From the Church Office… 

Hello to all!  What a nice summer we are 

having.  Plenty of rain and sunshine.    

The summer has been nice for outdoor 

activities!  The church is getting busier 

and we have some really wonderful 

activities planned for our Anniversary.      

August and September are shaping up to 

memorable months.   

The Woman’s Bible Study is going 

strong on Thursdays at 10:00am; they 

would love to have you if you are 

interested in digging into the bible with 

some lovely ladies for company!    Also, if you haven’t seen the 

library recently I highly recommend it.  They are always updating 

the inventory.  It is fresh, new and ready to be used! Have a lovely 

rest of the summer and if you have a chance visit your mailboxes.  

Some are getting full!! 

God Bless you! 
Don’t forget to… 

1. Refresh your mind by reading the “good news” in the Bible. 

2. Face the billowy breeze of the Holy Spirit. 

3. Swim continually in God’s love. 

4. Shower yourself with God’s beautiful blessings. 

5. Drink from the springs of living water that will quench your 

thirst forever. 

6. Splash on all of God’s gifts and become a sweet-smelling 

fragrance. 

 
Your servant in Christ, 
 

Julie 
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The August schedule is as follows: 
• LWML  and Priscilla Circle will meet as needed  

• The Woman’s Bible Study will continue to meet 

every Thursday at 10:00 am. 

  

 
The next MITES offering will be August 7th 
Thank you so much for your generous 

support! 

  The MITES collected on July 3 by the LWML 
totaled $159.25, with a year-to-day total of $1,006.93. The MITES 
that are collected fund mission grants voted on by the district and 
national LWML. The LWML thanks you!

 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 
Congregational Prayer - Heavenly Father, 

someone we know needs Your mercy. 

Someone we know needs 

forgiveness. Someone we know doesn’t 

know you as their Savior. Give us opportunity 

we pray, to share the good news of Your 

love with them. Open their hearts and minds 

to receive this message. Lord in Your 

mercy. 

Prayer for SOMEONE YOU KNOW who doesn’t know Jesus as Savior, or who 

has drifted away from church 

               https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know 

 

Thank you! to our garden angels.   

The flowers look beautiful and really add a 

lot to our church’s appearance.   This year 

was so challenging; Thank you for doing 

the hard work so we can enjoy the beauty!  

 

 

https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know
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Primary Election 
at Mt. Olive Church location 

August 9th 

 
 

JOIN THE CHOIR!! 

We are planning on having a choir for the 100th 

Anniversary service and we would love to have 

as many join us as possible.  Beth Esselstrom, 

our former organist/choir director, as agreed to 

lead a choir for the Divine Service.  We have 10 

already signed up from Mt. Olive  and we would 

love to have more voices.  We plan on singing 

two pieces and if you are interested in singing please talk to 

Rachel Franck and sign up on the sheet on the table outside the 

sanctuary. 

 

 

Website and Facebook Manager needed!! 

Our Church has both a web page and a Facebook page, what 

we don't have is a person regularly post and update to them! 

If you are interested in being that person contact Tim at 218-

940-3849.   

 
Calendar 
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Calendar 
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible) 
2021 total served = 78 (3 Bibles) 
 
Total served thru July = 17 (0 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet 

door in the Upper Room. 
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Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6, Duluth.  MY 

SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MY 

SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, 

regionally recognized TV program with a message for the 

world. The service includes a 30-minute worship service led 

by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our 

LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable 

and satellite systems carrying these stations.  
 

Sunday, August 7: Rev. Matt Kohl – Our Redeemer 

Lutheran, Cloquet 

Sunday, August 14: Rev. John Bonk –  Shepherd of the 

Lake Lutheran, Two Harbors. 

Sunday, August 21: Rev. Don Stauty – Gloria Dei 

Lutheran, Virginia; Redeemer Lutheran, Aurora. 

Sunday, August 28:  Rev. Zachariah Burgdorf – First 

Lutheran, Ely 

 

Please send contributions to: 
MSL Northland 
c/o Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 
Duluth MN  55812 
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Notes from Gayle,  
Something personal that I wanted to share 
with you.  It is about the Nunc Dimittis 

(Song of Simeon) which we sing every week 

after communion. It wasn't until I attended 
the funeral service of Jenny Schoessow that 

this light went on for me.  It was so incredibly beautiful to sing this 
canticle at a funeral service where Jenny's casket was facing the 

altar with the rest of the congregation singing Lord, now you let 

your servant go in peace; your word has been  fulfilled. My own 
eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight 

of every people....  I will never again sing this canticle in the same 

way. 

A note about our little foster baby Zechariah.  When we were at 
Higher Things at Valparaiso, Pastor Franck did a session/class 

called Showing Christian mercy through foster care.  He shared 

about our experience and how important it is now more than ever 
before to show God's mercy to children in foster care.  We can't 

thank Mt. Olive enough for your prayers for our family as well as 

for Zechariah.  Your love and  concern and especially prayers for 
his health are so valuable to us.  We have many doctor and 

therapy appointments for him, and we have had good news about 
healing in his heart and some concerning news about his lungs.  

We have a peace that surpasses our understanding and a trust that 

he is in God's hands and that as his servant right now God still has 
work for Zechariah to do. I have been thinking about the future 

for him and I am thankful that we have 

doctors that see his life as valuable and 
therapists that are willing to work with him 

and are doing everything they can  for him?  
Will there ever come a day when the doctors 

or therapists decide that his life is not 

valuable, and they will not continue to spend 
their time and resources on him  I fear that 

day may come. In the meantime we need to 
remind him every day that God made him in 

His image and He sent His son for him. 

Gayle Franck 
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Congratulations! 

Welcome to the family, James William 
Muench.  Tessa and Josef welcomed 
James into the world, Friday, July 8th, 
2022. Stats are 7 lbs, 8 oz. / 21 in.  This 

is Josef and Tessa’s second baby and Bunny Hein’s 10th 
great grandchild.  God is good! 

"Children are a gift from the Lord. They are a reward from Him." 

Psalms 127:3 

 

Josef Muench’s Ordination and Installation 
was delayed, (waiting for baby James’ 
arrival), and is now set for August 28th, 2022 
at Trinity Lutheran in Twin Valley, MN at 4:00 
pm. Invitations will be sent out and posted 
for those interested in attending.  
Congratulations to the Muench family! 

 
Thank you to everyone who donated 
items for us to take to the Ft. Wayne 
Seminary.  On our way to Valparaiso 
University we were able to take a van 
full of a nice variety of black suits, 
paper products, cleaning supplies, 
hygiene items, clothing, books, 
children's toys, and many boxes that 

we did not look into.  We were happy to take such a 
large donation to bless the families at the Seminary 
with.  
Thank you all for your generosity! 
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THANK YOU. Thank you for all the prayers, notes, and 
cards after my recent surgery. The first day or two were 
pretty rough, but I'm feeling a lot better, and it is so nice 
to be remembered and thought of. Thank you again. 
Pastor Franck 

 

Thank you to everyone who sent cards, called to check 
on my progress, and to all who remembered me in their 
prayers during my recent surgery and recovery a special 
thank you. The surgery went as well as expected and I 
can now resume my regular activities. Your kindness 

and thoughtfulness was very much appreciated. 

Yours in Christ, 

Jake Tanttari 
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Minnesota North District 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 604 

Brainerd, MN 56401 
 

July 21, 2022 
 

Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North 
District: 
 

We have received word that Rev. Harvey Ehlers (em. Sauk Rapids), was 
taken to be with his Savior in heaven on Sunday, June 19, 2022. Funeral 
Service will be held at 11:00 am on Thursday, June 23, 2022, at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Sauk Rapids. Pastors in attendance are encouraged 
to robe. 
Pastor Ehlers served congregations in Nebraska and Minnesota before 
retiring in 1993. 
Please keep the Ehlers family in your prayers, asking that God would 
soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with the precious 
promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken 
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord! 

 
We have received word that Mrs. Jennifer Schoessow of Superior WI, 
wife of Rev. David Schoessow (em.), was taken to be with her Savior in 
heaven on July 19, 2022. 
Funeral Service will be on Saturday, July 23, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Superior with visitation beginning one hour before 
the service at the church.  
Please keep Pastor Schoessow and Jenny’s family in your prayers, asking 
that God would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with the 
precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken 
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord!                                

Peace to you in Christ, 
Rev. Brady Finnern 

District President 
  
". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' says the Spirit, 
'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their works accompany 
them'" (Revelation 14:13). 
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We offer our prayers and condolences to 
Pastor Schoessow and his family as they 
mourn the passing of Jenny Schoessow, 
for who we’ve been praying.  Jenny 
passed away Tuesday, July 19th.  Her 

funeral was Saturday, July 23rd at Christ the King in 
Superior; officiated by Pastor Franck.  May God grant His 
comfort and peace to the Schoessow family.   

 “If God is for us, who can be against us?”                                          
Romans 8:31         

 
In Our Prayers for Healing  

Zechariah Aleman, Bill Cary 

Skip Fischer, Robin Muench 

Delila Olson, Dagmar Seybold 

Holly Suronen, Dorothy Thoreson 
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August Anniversaries 

8/01 - Carol & Rick Walczak, 41 years 

8/06 - Jon & Carol Farchmin, 45 years 

8/11-    Ray & Virginia Rodenwald, 66 years 

8/18 -   Jeff & Julie Reinemann, 43 years 

8/21 -   Allen and Carolyn Abel, 51 years 

8/26 -  Brian and Gay Aubin, 55 years 

8/26 -   Seth and Sarah Stepec, 16 years 

 

 
 

August Birthdays 

8/02 - Samantha Gibson 8/29 -   Patricia Von Hagel 

8/03 -   Greta Wodny 8/31 -   Lois Maine 

8/04 - Jacob Franck 

             Becky Sorenson 

 

8/05 - Lisa Mertz  

8/07 -   Rosemary Lietzan 

8/10 -   Diana Miller 

8/11 -   Ari Fischer 

8/12 -   Jachai Cline 

 

8/13 - Dave Erven  

8/14 - Shirley Thun  

8/15 - Brittany Houselog  

 Jake Tanttari  

8/19 - Sue Brockopp 

8/20 -    Holly Ann Chambers 

8/22 - JoAnn Spielman 

8/23 - Julie Igo 

             Alice Meichsner 

8/27 - Carol Weaver 

 


